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Prez Prose

To all fellow USAFA Grads in the Minnesota/Wisconsin area:
Once again, where has the summer gone??? The State Fair is
only a few weeks away and soon the kids will be back in
school. I'm hoping everyone is looking forward to the Fall
after all the hot/humid weather we have had. We held our
2025 Heritage Dinner on May 17th and it was a wonderful
event. We had lots of Cadets and Appointees in attendance.
We were also honored to welcome Colonel Matt “Edge”
Swanson as our distinguished speaker. Colonel Swanson
came with his entire family and said he was truly impressed
with our event and very proud to be part of it. Also during
the Dinner, we presented our TCA-AOG Scholarships to two
very deserving individuals. Each Scholarship was worth
$2500.00. Our Chapter plans on continuing our Scholarship
program and hopefully even increasing the value. Also, I
personally would like to thank all the folks that worked so
hard to make our Heritage Dinner such a great success. It
takes a great team to pull off such a great event. But your
AOG does not sit still, we have other wonderful events
coming up. General Votel will be speaking at a luncheon
event in September and also in September, we will be having
our annual St. Croix River Cruise. We lowered the price per
person to $30. Where else in the world can you have a dinner
and a cruise down the river for only $30?? So please mark
your calendars and come cruise with us September 28th.
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We are also planning our annual Veterans Day celebration at Mancini’s Char House. Please check
our website often to sign up for the upcoming events. As always, we are looking to generate more
involvement and more activities for our local Grads. If you have any great ideas, don’t be bashful,
please give me a call, or better yet come to our monthly meetings. It is always great to see old faces
and meet some new ones. We have a Chapter email at USAFA.TCA. AOG@gmail.com or you can
email me at curtbrownll@gmail.com or even call me at (651) 295-5834. Finally, our open
membership Board meetings are held on the third Tuesday of each month at the Richfield VFW,
VFW Post 5555, 6715 Lake Shore Drive South, Richfield MN 55423. Curt Brown, ‘78

Curt Brown, ’78 President

Annual AOG Chapter President’s Conference

ASSOCIATION & FOUNDATION

U.5:. AIR FORCE ACADEMY

BRIEF SUMMARY OF PRESIDENT’S CONFERENCE

On Saturday, 26 July, I attended an all-day meeting held by the National AOG. It was the last day
of the announced “Long Blue Line Leadership Conference,” which began the previous Thursday.

Mark Hille, "97, President & CEQO, welcomed us with a brief introduction, then turned the meeting
over to his staff for the remainder of the day. The Superintendent was the only ranking officer to
address the Chapter Presidents or representatives. There was no briefing by the Commandant,
Dean, Athletic Director or Admissions Director on that last day.

This was a great disappointment for me. Ithought the final day was dedicated to discussions with
the Chapter Presidents/Representatives. Unfortunately, we only had about one hour and forty-
five minutes instead. As a result, I learned very little about what events work for some chapters
and what doesn’t. Most of the time was spent with the attendees telling the AOG host — Col.
Michael Cornelius, ‘00 — how poorly the chapters are being supported by the National AOG. We
discussed the lack of support using the “Cvent” system and lack of the staff returning calls and
emails in a timely manner from our respective chapters. I do plan a personal conversation with
Mark Hille to discuss the above comments. If any of you want me to discuss any particular aspects
of the AOG support for our chapter, please let me know.

Tom Wilson, ‘61
Twil906k@aol.com or 612-816-6182
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2025 TCA AOG Distinguished Graduate Award

Announcement of Col. Dennis John Sultany, USAF (Ret) as Recipient of the 2025 Twin Cities
Chapter USAFA AOG Distinguished Graduate Award

Col. Dennis John Sultany, USAF (Ret,) is a native of Minnesota, having grown up and graduated
from Robbinsdale HS in 1960. After that he accepted an appointment to and graduated from the
United States Air Force Academy in 1964. Denny served 30 years on Active Duty and
Reserves. During that time, Denny served as a Liaison officer for the USAF Academy as an
additional duty, in time becoming the Liaison Officer Commander for Minnesota, North and
South Dakota. Denny personally selected, supervised and trained each of the over 40 ALOs in
MN and started several initiatives that were copied around the nation. During his tenure, he
developed a personal relationship with each Member of Congress and both U.S. Senators, to
coordinate nominations so all outstanding young men and women who had an excellent chance
to be selected by USAFA, and offered an appointment. He also was instrumental in making the
Parent's Club an important and influential part of the selection and retention process. Each year,
under his effective leadership, Minnesota, based on its population, not only had a far greater
number of cadet candidates than other states, but also had an enviable record of very few
appointees not graduating.

Currently, Denny serves as a volunteer at the Armed Forces Service Center (AFSC) located in the
Minneapolis-St. Paul airport. The AFSC is a unique military lounge that serves members of the
military and their families during their travels, providing them with a much-needed respite. On
average, the center welcomes approximately 1,500 members each month and relies entirely on the
dedication of 122 volunteers, with Denny being an essential part of this team. He exemplifies
kindness and warmth, always ensuring that new travelers feel welcomed and supported during
their visit. His commitment does not go unnoticed, as he plays a crucial role in the smooth
operation of this vital service.

Denny has also been instrumental in the last several Heritage Day Events -- he and others have
done incredible work to get the hangar ready. Denny always meets personally with all the parties
involved...old school. This is what sets Denny apart from most others. Maj Gen Moga, '95,
(USAFA Commandant at the time) commented that our event in 2022 was THE BEST he had ever
attended. Denny played a huge role in making that happen - all enjoy working with him!

His contribution to the Long Blue line continued when he joined the Twin Cities Chapter of the
USAFA Association of Graduates. He currently serves as the Vice President of the Chapter.

For these above reasons, I am proud to announce Col. Dennis Sultany, Class of 1964, as the
TCAAOG Chapter Distinguished Graduate for the year 2025.

Curt Brown, ‘78, Chapter President

A Grad Publication for Grads 3



The Northern Zoomie Summer 2025

ALO Update

The ALO program is doing well here in Minnesota! The heritage dinner was a huge success
supporting new appointees before their journey to join the Long Blue Line. We successfully
covered the Duluth Air Show and the Wings of the North Air Fair this summer. Next, we will be
covering the Girls in Aviation event at the Flying Cloud Airport on September 20th.

For the upcoming class of 2030, we have so far received 109 applications in the state of Minnesota.

For personnel, we had one ALO retirement, which brings us to a team of 14 ALOs covering the
900+ high schools in our state. We also have exciting news that one of our ALOs was selected in
the Reserve Brigadier General Qualification Board for consideration to compete for Brig Gen.

Going forward, we'll keep an eye on our applicant numbers, continue to mentor our applicants,
and get ready for our fall congressional interview panels!

LtCol Tiffany VanDenBroeke, ‘08
USAFA Admissions Liaison Officer

MN Area Assignment Coordinator

TWIN CITIES AREA
ASSOCIATION OF GRADUATES

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

By Tom Wilson, ‘61

Summer 2025

Our Chapter Board is in dire need of a new Secretary (and Board member) to replace Bob
Hockman. Bob's flying commitments are such that he is unable to be at most board meetings and
feels that he needs to step down.

If you are interested in taking on this task and providing a vital service to our Chapter, please
contact me at your earliest convenience. You can reach me or Curt Brown, Chapter President
at curtbrownll@gmail.com or 651-295-5834.

A Grad Publication for Grads 4
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PS: Dave Carpentier, ‘89, has stepped up and assumed the website management. A special
thanks goes out to Dave and especially to Bob Hockman for his management over the past several
years!!! Kudos, Bob!!!

Gratitude from Holbrook Farms — one of the organizations that our chapter donates to on an
annual basis. Holbrook Farms Retreat was founded by Matt ("99) and Micaela ("00) Brancato —
obviously, both are USAFA grads. Please contact Holbrooks Farms if you wish to donate or
contact our Treasurer, Pete Swanson, if you prefer to donate to us. We are able to use donated
funds for designated reasons by any of you!

HOLBROOK FARMS

EST 2014

Greetings Rick!

My name is Sarah Merwin and I recently stepped into the position of Executive Director for
Holbrook Farms. I want to share our gratitude for your contribution to our mission, and a
little bit about the impact so far in 2025. Last week, we welcomed a group of 10 military
widows to Holbrook Farms from all over the country. Most of them had never been to
Minnesota, and all of them were in need of community and rest. Thanks to generous
donations like yours, their expenses were all paid, from airline tickets to meals to massages
to paddleboard yoga. Attached are a few photos of the healing activities that took place (and
there was lots of fun too!)
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Here are a couple messages we received from our retreat guests:

"This has been a week of healing, sisterhood, full of laughter and joy. A lot of firsts were
accomplished for me. It brought my fears out and allowed me to deal with them head-on.
Thank you for blessing me with a peaceful and fun event.” -Angela from California

"To all those who make Holbrook Farms possible: thank you, truly thank you! My mind, body
and spirit were in such need of rest and reset that I found here in your home that quickly felt
like home to me also. Every touch by the team was a gift full of love, that allowed our group to
connect and share so much laughter, joy and deep moments too. You are forever in my heart.” -
Anita from Florida, who lost her husband to suicide

I deeply appreciate you and your support of our mission to serve military survivors. Please
feel free to contact me at any time with questions. I can be reached
at ExecutiveDirector@holbrookfarms.org or (218) 234-2406.

I invite you to follow us on Facebook and Instagram (@holbrookfarmsretreat) to hear more
impact stories, and keep an eye out for our next newsletter!

Gratefully,

Sarah Merwin

Executive Director

Holbrook Farms
ExecutiveDirector@holbrookfarms.org
holbrookfarms.org

(218) 234-2406

A few final thoughts: Throughout this and future Newsletters, you will be made aware of the
many events we sponsor. I ask that each of you sincerely try to join us for at least one event per

year! That would go a long way toward thanking those responsible for these events.
A Grad Publication for Grads 6
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More and more finds us depending on the same grads to do everything. Please do what you can
to assist our active members. And, KUDOS to all the active members!!!

From an anonymous author:
“A Dad is someone who walks in front of you, when you need footsteps to follow...
Behind you, when you need encouragement...

And beside you When you need a friend.”

(Before you Moms that read this and think poor thoughts about me concentrating on the Dads,
stay tuned for the next newsletter when I print an article by Ann Landers on Military wives!!!)

Finally, I close with one more thought: Ino longer admit that I have gray hair. I prefer calling it
“wisdom highlights!!!”

Blessings,

Tom Wilson, ‘61

Chapter Events: Past And Future

28 September Join us for our St Croix Fall River Cruise and dinner!

Boarding at 3:30 PM, return to dock 6:30 PM.
Italian dinner and cruise for $30!
Details and sign-up on our website or direct link below

tcausafaaog.org
www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0C4BACAB2CA2FB6-57060321-tcaaog
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Quarterly Speakers

Time: 1100 social-order lunch, 1130 presentation
Location: Fred Babcock VEW, Post 5555, Richfield MN
Free to attend and lunch available to order.

September 24

Join us for our upcoming Luncheon Speaker series with our
very special guest, General Joseph Votel (US Army Ret). Gen
Votel served both as Commander of USSOCOM and
USCENTCOM during his long and distinguished career. He is a
MN native and a 1980 Distinguished Graduate from West Point.
See details and head count signup on our website
tcausafaaog.org.

October 15

Brigadier General Dan Gabrielli (USAF Ret.) will talk about
Operation ALLIES WELCOME.

In 2021, BGen Gabrielli was assigned as Commander of Task
Force Holloman (487th Air Expeditionary Wing Commander). He
was responsible for resettling 7200 Afghan refugees during a 6
month deployment at Holloman AFB, NM. He also served as the
MN ANG 133 Airlift Wing Commander as well leadership roles
for the Guard at the State level.
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Upcoming events: You can always check for the latest event updates on
our website as well as CVENT signup links for events

TWIN CITIES AREA
ASSOCIATION OF GRADUATES

tcausafaaog.org

Facebook
Minnesota Twin Cities Area United States Air Force Academy AOG Group

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1573865806263936
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This Newsletter Is Possible Thanks To These Great Sponsors

Yah STCapital

www.stcapital.com

A Grad Publication for Grads 10



The Northern Zoomie

Summer 2025

TCA AOG Key Personnel Roster

Twin Cities Area Chapter - USAFA Association of Graduates Aug 2025

If you need to contact the board, please use our email USAFA.TCA.AOG@gmail.com

Chapter Officers
President Curt Brown '78
Vice President Denny Sultany ‘64
Secretary vacant
Treasurer Pete Swanson ‘95/Rick Knoll 65
Legal Advisor Charlie Nelson '96
President Emeritus Tom Wilson ‘61

Board Members (10) with term expiration included:

Name (spouse)

Denny Sultany '64

Mike Reiss ‘67

Ed “Skip” Wipson 88

Tom Wilson 61

Jason VanOverbeke ‘03
Tony Rodriguez ‘94 (Sarah)
Curt Brown, '78 (Mary)
Terry Flower '64 (Margaret)
Rick Knoll ’65 (Kathe)

Pete Swanson, '95 (Angie)

Committee Chairpersons
Advanced Education

ALO Programs
Financial and Budget
Fundraising
Membership
Parents’ Club Coord

Newsletter
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Term Expiration
2026
2026
2026
2027
2027
2027
2027
2028
2028
2028

Terry Flower ‘64

Tiffany VanDenBroeke, '08
Rick Knoll '65/Tony Rodriguez
Open

Open

Tony Rodriguez, ‘94

Tom Wilson ‘61
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