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Prez Prose

To all USAFA Grads in the Minnesota/Wisconsin area: 2025
is well underway and your local TCA-AOG is busy making
this a great year for our Grads. The trees are starting to leaf
out but don’t put that snowblower away yet, you know how
Mother Nature can be up here in the upper Midwest. With
that said, we are looking forward to a great summer for our
chapter. Coming up very quickly, is our annual Heritage
Dinner, celebrating everything Air Force and USAFA. We
will honor our graduating local Firsties and celebrate the
amazing group of Appointees that will be reporting to
USAFA this coming summer, along with celebrating the
Long Blue Line that we all are part of. The Heritage Dinner is
an amazing event and we are honored to have AOG National
in attendance this year. As you know, an event like this
doesn’t just happen. The Parents Club and TCA-AOG work
closely together to make it all happen. But you can be a big
part of it too. Show up for the event and also contribute to the
silent auction which takes place during the Dinner. We have
a great group of items to bid on and the items range from
wines to experiences that you can enjoy in the local area. The
Speaker this year is a local Grad, Colonel Matthew Swanson,
and he will provide our Cadets/Appointees with his insight
on the Air Force today and his career. Also during the
Dinner, the TCA-AOG Chapter will be presenting Academic
Scholarships to two outstanding young students looking to
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further their education. These Scholarships were started to further help our Grads and their
families. You can also contribute to our Scholarship fund. All donations will go directly into our
dedicated Scholarship Fund and be presented to future recipients. Coming up very soon, is our
Chapter Annual Business Meeting. We will be electing new Board Members and Officers to
continue our distinguished Chapter history. You may not know this, but your local Chapter, TCA-
AQOQG, has been a Distinguished Chapter every year since its inception in 2011, that’s 14 years!! We
have an exciting slate of events coming up in 2025 and need all the help we can get to pull it off. So
if you have some available time or maybe coming up on retirement, please consider getting
involved with our Chapter. It's not a lot of time but you will help change the lives of our local
Grads and future Officers of the Air Force. Remember to check our website, tcausafaaog.org, for
upcoming events and how to sign up for them. Please contact me if you are interested in becoming
more involved. We have a Chapter email at USAFA. TCA. AOG@gmail.com or you can email me at
curtbrownll@gmail.com or call me at (651) 295-5834. Finally, as a reminder, our open membership
Board meetings are held on the third Tuesday of each month at the Richfield VFW, VFW Post
5555, 6715 Lake Shore Drive South, Richfield MN 55423.

Curt Brown, ’78 President

Heritage Dinner Silent Auction
G2 Fundraiser

HOLBROOH FARMS
sugporting Holbrook farms! The upcoming Heritage Dinner silent auction is the

Primary Fundraiser for both the TCA AOG and the
MN Parents Club. This auction helps us fund events
v TEA < S oue:_1/25/04 like our Scotch Tasting but also allows us to donate
i to other Air Force and Veteran’s organizations.
These include Holbrook Farms, a MN non-profit
founded by grads that provides retreats for family
members of those who have lost loved ones in the
military. Folds of Honor a national charity providing
life-changing scholarships to the spouses and
children of America’s fallen or disabled military and
tirst responders is another organization we support.
We also have donated both to the Saber Society and

the Falcon Foundation and numerous other
organizations. This is also the second year we are
offering dependent scholarships for family members of grads in our area. If you would like to
donate an item or experience to the upcoming silent auction, please reach out to Angie or Stella
from the Parents Club at angiehelland@gmail.com or sbranzburg@gmail.com. We have had
everything from warbird rides, gift cards and merchandise to resort stays.
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT

By Tom Wilson, ‘61

In the last issue of this column, I reminded every reader of the opportunity to purchase a
personalized Class Crest commemorating their graduation year and class motto. I did receive two
more orders as result. I any grad or parents of grads wish to order these, please contact me and
we’ll make the necessary arrangements. (contact info on the website).

I do want to take the time to encourage all grads to consider attending the annual Founders Day
Dinner/Heritage Dinner. This year it will be held on 17 May. If you have not signed up, please see
the web site and do so. (https://tcausataaog.org)

When we started our chapter in 2011, this event was for grads and families only. Later on, we
combined with the MN Parents Club to co-sponsor the event to the benefit of each of our
organizations. For the last few years, we have had around 170 or so attendees. The majority of
these attendees were from the Parents Club. This year I am asking for more grad attendees and
our families. We have a lot to offer the appointees and their parents so please consider joining us
for a delightful evening.

I also encourage each of you to join us for more of our other events so you can meet and enjoy the
festivities. All the proposed events can be found on the website. These events are a great way to
meet more of your own classmates and those that graduated both before and after you did. All
you have to do is contact your classmates and take the lead to organize attendance at any of our
events. What do you have to lose???

Two thoughts: “LEADERS ARE LIKE EAGLES-THEY DO NOT FLOCK... YOU FIND THEM
ONE AT A TIME.”

FRIENDSHIP-Who is a friend? Scripture tells that “A friend is a friend at all times and a
brother/sister is born for the time of adversity.”

When you think about this, it explains why our classes remain close over all these past years and
into the future. Why not close the loop and contact your fellow grads to refresh the friendship???

Tom Wilson, '61
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Air Force Heritage Jimmy Stewart

With our Heritage Dinner approaching, it’s
always nice to reflect on those that have
served before us. Many of you know Jimmy
Stewart as the actor, but not all know Jimmy
Stewart as the Air Force Officer. Jimmy
Stewart received a draft notice in 1940.
Initially rejected for being 10 pounds
underweight, he tried again in early 1941.
Successful this time, Stewart started his
career as an Army Private.

At this point in his life, Stewart, 33, had
already received an Oscar, had over 300

hours of flight time and owned his own

plane. Having graduated from Princeton and having
flight time, Stewart was then able to get an officer’s
commission and his wings. Unlike the “Service Pilot”
rating given to civilian pilots who were then used to shuttle aircraft and other non-combat
flying, Stewart was able to get a regular military pilot rating without completing military flight
school. The military was reluctant to send a move star into combat, so Stewart started his

Jimmy Stewart Speaking at Falcon
Stadium dedication Oct 1962

military flight career instructing bomber crews.

With effort on his part, Stewart was eventually able to convince the military to send him
overseas and he was a551gned as the Operatlons Officer to a squadron of B-24s training at Sioux
City IA. After 3 weeks, he was promoted
to Squadron Leader and the unit
deployed to England as part of the 445%
Bomb Group, flying their first combat
missions in Dec 1943. He flew 12
missions with this unit, leading many
difficult flights. He was known as a
dedicated leader who did not cherry-pick
his missions and he even became known
as a “lucky squadron leader” as missions
went well when he was flying. He was
Stewart briefing the crews soon promoted to Group Operations
Officer with the 453 Bomb Group.
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In this position he was again known for his dedication to the crews, staying in the tower until all
crews had returned. He was known for shunning the media and the troops quickly accepted him
as one of their own. That said, he still had some of his aura as an actor. As the Group Operations
Officer he was responsible for planning and briefing crews for their missions. Sgt (and future
actor) Walter Mathau, a B-24 radio operator and gunner said he used to sneak into the briefings
just to see Jimmy Stewart “do his Jimmy Stewart” “That is it. I...uh..I want you back here safe.
That understood? Fine.” Stewart continued to fly the difficult missions. On Jan 7 1944 returning
from a mission to Ludwigshafen Germany he noticed the Bomb Group his formation was
following were 30 degrees off course. He notified the lead aircraft which mistakenly stated they
were on the correct course. Worried that German radar would notice the lone B-24 Group and
target it, Stewart made the decision to leave the protection of the overall bomber stream and
continue to follow the formation in front of him to provide maximum mutual defense. While
attacked by 60 Luftwaffe Fighters near Paris, Stewart’s formation lost no aircraft, and losses to
their lead sister group were minimized. Stewart’s actions were recognized by leadership as
preventing a potential catastrophic loss of the lead off-course group. Stewart completed 20
combat missions, receiving 2 DFCs and 4 Air Medals. In July 1944 Stewart was transfererred to
the 2nd Combat Bombardment Wing as an executive officer. As a staff officer, Stewart would
continue to join crews from his previous
two groups and other units on combat
missions. None of these mission were
credited, so the exact number of combat
missions he flew is unknown. Three days
after VE day, Stewart, now a Colonel, was
promoted to Commander of the 2nd
Bombardment Wing where he oversaw it’s
demobilization. His friends and family
said the war aged Stewart, In an interview
after the war he said about his airmen “I
tried with all my might to protect and lead
them, I lost a few men—all my efforts, all

my prayers couldn’t stand between them and Stewart with crew from “Male Call”
their fates, and I grieved over them, blamed
myself, even. But my father said something wonderful to me when I came home from after the
war. He said, ‘Shed all blame, shed all guilt, Jim. You know you did your very best, and God
and fate, both of which are beyond any human being’s efforts took care of the rest,” After the
war, Stewart returned home and moved in with Henry Fonda, his friend from Princeton, and
tellow actor who had served in the Navy during the war. Both spent hours on their college
hobby of building model aircraft as each seemed to work through their war experiences. Stewart
refused to make a movie about his life and the war, “I saw too much human suffering. It’s
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certainly not something to talk about--or celebrate.” His first
post-war movie was “It's a Wonderful Life”. The closest he
came to making a war movie was in 1955s “Strategic Air
Command” where his character had been a B-24 pilot.
Stewart continued to serve in the Reserves, serving as a
reservist with Strategic Air Command through the Vietnam
War. His last combat mission was flown as an observer on a
B-52 mission over Vietnam in 1966. He retired as a Brigadier
General in 1968.
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Stewart on the set of Strategic Air
Command, Carswell AFB TX, 1955

Stewart with B-52 mission crew, 1966

Stewart receiving award from the French Military
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Chapter Events: Past And Future

Heritage Dinner —May 17 Sign up and info on website!
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Quarterly Speakers

April 30
Join us for our upcoming Luncheon Speaker series with Major General (Ret) John Olson.
Major General John Olson is joining us as our April speaker. He recently retired in August and

we are lucky enough to have him share some of his career highlights and leadership experiences
with us. Details on tcausafaaog.org

June 11

Save the Date - General (Ret) Votel former USSOCOM USCENTCOM Commander

MGen (Ret) Olson Gen (Ret) Votel
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Upcoming events: You can always check for the latest event updates on
our website as well as CVENT signup links for events

TWIN CITIES AREA
ASSOCIATION OF GRADUATES

tcausafaaog.org

Facebook
Minnesota Twin Cities Area United States Air Force Academy AOG Group

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1573865806263936
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This Newsletter Is Possible Thanks To These Great Sponsors

Yah STCapital

www.stcapital.com
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TCA AOG Key Personnel Roster

Twin Cities Area Chapter - USAFA Association of Graduates Feb 2025

If you need to contact the board, please use our email USAFA.TCA.AOG@gmail.com

Chapter Officers
President Curt Brown '78
Vice President Denny Sultany ‘64
Secretary Bob Hockman, '89
Treasurer Rick Knoll '65/Mike Reiss ‘67
Legal Advisor Charlie Nelson '96
President Emeritus Tom Wilson ‘61

Board Members (10) with term expiration included:

Name (spouse)
Denny Sultany '64
Mike Reiss ‘67

Ed “Skip” Wipson 88

Tom Wilson '61

Bob Hockman "89 (Christine)

Tony Rodriguez ‘94 (Sarah)
Curt Brown, '78 (Mary)
Terry Flower '64 (Margaret)
Rick Knoll ’65 (Kathe)

Jason VanOverbeke ‘03

Committee Chairpersons
Advanced Education

ALO Programs
Financial and Budget
Fundraising
Membership
Parents’ Club Coord

Newsletter
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Term Expiration
2026
2026
2026
2027
2027
2027
2027
2025
2025
2025

Terry Flower ‘64

Tiffany VanDenBroeke, '08
Rick Knoll '65/Tony Rodriguez
Open

Open

Bob 89 & Christine Hockman

Tom Wilson ‘61
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