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Prez Prose 
To all fellow USAFA Grads in the Minnesota/Wisconsin area: 

First of all, Happy New Year!   

We are hoping 2025 has started out well for you, it sure  

has for our AOG.  There hasn’t been much snow around but 

the weather sure has been cold enough for it, so we are 

excited to share our indoor activities with you.  Since our last 

Newsletter, we have had numerous luncheon speakers and 

our Veterans Day dinner celebration at Mancini’s.  All have 

been well attended.  Also in early 2025, Mr. Jim Johns gave 

us another presentation on the Attack on Pearl Harbor.  Great 

Presentation!  Also, we had a wonderful Scotch tasting at the 

Flower Estate.  Terry and Margaret opened their home to the 

AOG and provide great food, amazing beverages, and 

wonderful hospitality.   Everyone had a great time!   Check 

out our website for more exciting events happening in 2025. 

Another big event on the horizon is our annual Heritage 

Dinner, where we celebrate the establishment of the 

Academy.  We also celebrate our new Cadet appointees from 

the local area.  It will be held at the same location as the last 

three years, the Sather hangar at the Flying Cloud airport.  

Many thanks to the Sathers!  This year, we have another 

amazing speaker lined up. Col Matthew Swanson, the 

commander of the Air Force Joint Test Program office at 

Nellis AFB, NV. He is a 2001 graduate from USAFA and has 

had a very impressive career. And did I forget to mention, he 

is from the Mankato area.  The date of the dinner is May 17th, 

and all the info is on our website. You will be receiving a  
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Cvent email for the signup.  The event also has a wonderful silent auction.  Items range from wines 

to aircraft flights.  We encourage you to donate items to the auction to help raise money for our 

future events.  You are welcome to contact me and I’ll point you to the right person for the 

donation.  We are also continuing our TCA-AOG Scholarship program.  You should have received 

an email providing info on how to apply.  We will be awarding the Scholarships during the 

Heritage Dinner. Also, coming up in May, we will be electing new officers/Board members for our 

AOG chapter.  We would love to have some new members on our Board and even if you can’t 

commit to a job, we would appreciate your inputs.  As I have mentioned in the past, we need more 

participating members and welcome anyone who would like to get involved.  It is not a big time 

sink and it will make you feel good giving back to the Long Blue Line. We have a number of spots 

open, ranging from Committees to actually being on the Board. This is the time to give us your 

fresh ideas. Our Chapter has been a Distinguished Chapter every year since it was established and 

we need your help to continue our excellence. Please contact me if you are interested in becoming 

more involved. We have a Chapter email at USAFA.TCA.AOG@gmail.com or you can email me 

at curtbrown11@gmail.com or call me at (651) 295-5834. Finally, as a reminder, our open 

membership Board meetings are held on the third Tuesday of each month at the Richfield VFW, 

VFW Post 5555, 6715 Lake Shore Drive South, Richfield MN 55423. 

 

Curt Brown, ’78 President 

  

 

 

TCA AOG Graduate Dependent Scholarship              

 
The Board of Directors of the Twin Cities Area Association of Graduates (TCA-AOG) is pleased 

to offer Graduate Dependent Scholarships for the 2025-2026 academic year. The Graduate 

Dependent Scholarships are annual awards intended to directly support post-secondary 

education for the children, grandchildren and spouses of TCA-AOG graduate members. 

These scholarships are for not less than $500 but the total amount available for scholarships is 

determined annually by the TCA-AOG Board of Directors, dependent upon resources 

available. Scholarship award winners as well as those applicants not selected to receive 

a scholarship in each year, are encouraged to re-apply in subsequent years if they are still eligible. 

Selection process: 

Children, grandchildren and spouses of TCA Chapter USAFA grads going on to post-secondary 

programs are eligible. It begins with receipt of an application package with required supporting 

documentation. For the academic Year 2025-2026, the deadline for receiving completed packages 

via email is 31 March 2025. 
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Applicants who have previously submitted application packages, even if they were awarded 

a scholarship in a previous term, must re-submit all required information. A selection committee 

made up of TCA-AOG members will convene to conduct a holistic review of each eligible 

applicant package. The scholarship winners will be determined based on demonstrated academic 

performance, leadership and character. Financial need of applicants is also a consideration. 

Scholarship winners and non-selected applicants will be notified no later than Friday, 2 May 2025. 

Winners will be required to provide proof of acceptance or enrollment at an accredited school and 

submit a statement that they intend to attend that school prior to actual receipt of the award funds. 

 

Questions? Call Curt Brown at (651) 295-5834 or Terry Flower at (651) 261-8873. 

 
A printable PDF application is available on the TCA AOG Website “News” page https://tcausafaaog.org  

 

 

 

                                      ALO Update 
                                      

This year our state saw 127 applicants for the class of 2029. We have 3 who have accepted their 

appointments so far (with two recruited athletes, both divers). USAFA has just started their letters 

of assurance process and 4 Minnesota applicants (in addition to the 3 accepted appointments) 

have been offered letters of assurance.  

We also have 53 students who have applied to summer seminar who would be class of 2030.  

We currently have 15 ALOs helping process evaluations and mentor students at the 900+ high 

schools across the state of Minnesota. The ALOs are a mix of full ALO duty category E Reservists, 

additional duty Reservists, and retirees or other civilian status volunteering in the program.  

Congressional interview panels went well this last fall. We were able to fill panelist interview 

positions with the current MN ALO Force.  

 There is still a hiring pause on new ALO positions. One reason for this is to consider direction 

from the Commander, Air Force Reserve and Chief of Staff from last fall to ensure all military 

positions are tied to a combat mission. We will continue to stand by until the Air Force gives the  

green light on hiring new ALOs in the near future. We will continue our outreach events such as 

the Duluth airshow in July and Girls in Aviation in September.  

  

LtCol Tiffany VanDenBroeke, ’08, Minnesota Area Assignment Coordinator  
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The Annual Heritage and Founders’ Day Dinner May 17 
 

The Significance of the Heritage Dinner 
 

The annual Heritage and Founder’s Day Dinner stands is an annual celebration and remembrance 

of the founding of the United States Air Force in 1947 (USAF), and he establishment of the United 

States Air Force Academy (USAFA) in 1954 by President Dwight Eisenhower. The day serves as a 

beacon of tradition drawing together alumni, currents cadets, new appointees and parents. It is 

an evening where past, present and the future converge, sharing memories, achievements and 

aspirations. 

A Gathering of the Minds 

This event provides a rare opportunity for graduates to reconnect, share their journeys, and 

inspired the next generation. The atmosphere is filled with a sense of pride and nostalgia as stories 

of old are recounted and new ones are born. 

Honoring the Past 

 

 
 

The dinner is a recognized tradition, paying homage to the USAF and the USAFA‘s rich histories. 

It is a moment to reflect on the achievements of those who have come before and to acknowledge 

the contributions they have helped shipped the present. Presentation speakers have included The 

Superintendent of USAFA, The Commandant of the USAFA, the United States Space Force 

Commander, the Commanding General of Air Material Command, and other distinguished USAF 

Officers that a have highlighted mission millstones and pivotal moments that have defined 

journey of both the USAF and USAFA. 

 

Welcoming the Future 

We begin by the introduction of the new appointees, who are welcomed into the fold with warmth 

and enthusiasm. These individuals represent the future, with fresh perspectives and innovative 

ideas. Their presence is a testament to our ongoing commitment to excellence and progress. 
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The Experience 
 

 
 

The Venue and Ambiance 

The venue for the Heritage and Founder’s Day is chosen with great care reflecting the grandeur 

and importance befitting such a prestigious event. From historic halls to modern hotel event 

centers, each setting is meticulously prepared to provide and unforgettable experience. This year, 

the Twin Cities Area Association of Graduates and the USAFA Minnesota Parents Club will be 

celebrating the event at the immaculately prepared hanger at Flying Cloud airport, as we have 

done in the past 3 years. This transformation is elegantly set, adorned with fine linens, exquisite 

center pieces, and flickering candle lite. 

The Culinary Delights 

No dinner would be complete without a superb dining experience and the Heritage and Founders’ 

Day dinner does not disappoint. Guests are treated to a culinary menu crafted to delight the 

senses. 

 

Building Connections 
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The Heritage Dinner is more than just a social event; it is a networking opportunity. Graduates, 

Cadets and new appointees alike have the chance to connect with leaders from all fields of life 

that can lead to collaborations and career advancements. 

Sharing Knowledge 

Conversations during dinner often delve into meaningful discussions with all having an 

opportunity to share their insights, experiences and ask questions. All this interaction fosters an 

exchange of knowledge that builds a sense of community, mutual growth, and enriching everyone 

who attends. 

Mentorship 

A neat part of the Heritage Dinner is the opportunity for mentorship. Experienced alumni often 

take new appointees under their wing, offering guidance and support as they navigate their 

careers. 

The Impact 

 
Fostering Alumni Engagement 

The Heritage Founders Day Dinner plays a significant role in fostering alumni engagement. By 

bringing together graduates of all generations, it strengthens the bond between the institution and 

alumni network. This connection is vital for the continued success and growth of the institution. 

Encouraging Philanthropy 

The event also encourages philanthropy, and we do so in the opportunity to participate in the 

silent auction presented by our unheralded USAFA Minnesota Parents Club and the TCAAOG. 

Proceeds from the silent auction provides funding for scholarships and other initiatives that 

support the institution’s mission. 

Inspiring Future Generations 

 
 

Perhaps the most lasting impact of the evening is the inspiration it provides to future generations.  

Seeing accomplishments of those who have walked the same halls and shared the same dreams  
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can be a powerful motivator for current Cadets and new appointees. It reminds them of what is 

possible and encourages them to pursue their goals with passion and determination. 

 

Conclusion 

 
The annual Heritage Founders Day Dinner is more than just an event; it is a celebration of legacy, 

achievement and potential. It bridges past and the future, honoring the contributions of alumni 

while welcoming the new graduates and new appointees into the fold. Through its rich traditions 

and meaningful connections, it fosters a sense of community and pride that endures long after the 

evening has ended. In every toast, every handshake, and every shared story, the spirit of the 

United States Air Force and the United States’ Air Force Academy live on through the alumni that 

bind them, inspiring all who attend to carry its legacy forward. 

 

 

SO, ATTENTION IN THE AREA, ATTENTION IN AREA 

Mark your calendars, for May 17th, 2025 at 5:00PM, we shall all gather at the Sather Hangar at 

Flying Cloud Airport in Eden Prairie, MN to continue the legacy of The Long Blue Line. Details 

will be forthcoming in the coming weeks. Do not miss this spectacular event. 

 

 
 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
 

By Tom Wilson, ‘61 
 

It has been over a year now that our Chapter has sponsored the new Speaker Series.  The talks 

have covered Pearl Harbor, the Doolittle Raid, Current Drone Applications, and a Christmas 

presentation on the Star of Bethlehem.  In February, we had a repeat of Jim Johns’ Pearl Harbor 

presentation.  If you missed the first one, hopefully you caught this one.  We also have had a 

presentation by our very own Astronaut, Curt Brown before the covid days.  

I know that we have other grads with terrific careers either in or outside of the military.  If any of 

you would like to share your story, or if you have suggestions as to other possible speakers, please 

contact me.  We would like to keep this quarterly program going!!! 

  

As our nation approaches Lent very soon, I thought I would pass on some thoughts from Mother 

Teresa: “Anyway… 

People are often unreasonable, irrational and self-centered.  Forgive them anyway. 

If you are kind, people may accuse you of selfish, ulterior motives.  Be kind anyway. 

If you are successful, you will win some unfaithful friends and some genuine enemies. Succeed 

anyway. 

If you are honest and sincere, people may deceive you.  Be honest and sincere anyway. 
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What you spend years creating, others could destroy overnight.  Create anyway. 

If you find serenity and happiness, some may be jealous. Be happy anyway. 

The good you do today, will be forgotten.  Do good anyway. 

Give the best you have, and it will never be enough.  Give your best anyway. 

In the final analysis, it is between you and God.  It was never between you and them anyway.” 

 

Words to live by, anyway!!! 

Tom Wilson, '61 

 

      Parents’ Club  
 

The annual All-Service Academy Ball on Saturday, December 28, 2025, at the Rush Creek Golf 

Club was a night to remember! With Maj Gen (ret) John M. Olson, presiding and Lieutenant 

Colonel Eric Anderson, USAF, stirring up laughs (and grog) as "Mr. Vice," nearly 100 attendees 

gathered for an unforgettable celebration. Cadets and midshipmen from USAFA, USNA, USMA, 

and USCGA, as well as members of the Viking Squadron Civil Patrol, enjoyed an evening filled 

with family camaraderie, spirited bidding wars at the silent auction, and the hilarity of "grog 

punishments" for all manner of playful mischief. The event perfectly balanced solemn traditions 

with moments of heartfelt humor, thanks to the lively leadership of the president and Mr. Vice. 

Don’t miss out next year—join the fun as we continue this cherished tradition of service and 

celebration! 
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Class Crests 
 

Our Class Crest Fundraiser is still available. Order one for yourself or a grad! 

 

 

 

 

Chapter Events: Past And Future 

 

Scotch Tasting 
  

Tradition suggests that a Robbie Burns Dinner / Single Malt Scotch Tasting be held on the Saturday 

nearest the birthday of Robert Burns. Well we nailed it, celebrating the event on Saturday 25 

January, Burns’ birthday. Burns was an interesting fellow. Having written literally hundreds of 

poems and songs in his short life, he is called the Poet of Scotland. He is known to have fathered 

sixteen children with four different women and loved single malt scotch whisky. He died at age 

37.  

Sixteen Chapter members and guests, including a graduate from West Point and another from 

Annapolis, as well as a couple from the Parents’ Club, critically analyzed the color, the flavor, the 

aroma and after taste of five carefully selected single malt whiskies. Each one had its own 

character, some peaty and some strong in other characteristics. They had varying degrees of amber 

color and most people seemed satisfied that they could cuddle up with a dram of any of them on 

a cold winter evening.  
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We toasted the brotherhood of the military services, but the highlight of toasting was the Toast to  

the Lassies and the reply to the Lads. Food pairings included (of course) haggis. Burns’ Address 

to a Haggis was read as the Haggis was paraded into the dining room, accompanied by bagpipe 

music. Other traditional Scottish foods, including Cock-a-leekie soup. Tatties as well as Neeps 

were served. Before the celebration was ended, we joined together, singing Auld Lange Syne. 

In case you wondered what we did with the left-over whisky, we drew names from a hat. Five 

lucky attendees took a bottle home with them.   We thought that the experience was worth 

sharpening our individual tastings skills but getting together and having a good time brings us 

closer.   
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February Quarterly Speaker 
 

Jim Johns, Capt Army (Ret), author, historian and warbird restorer joined us to give his 

presentation on the lead-up to the attack on Pearl Harbor. Jim does many historical talks 

throughout the MN area on WWII. Thanks Jim! 
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Upcoming Events    

 

Quarterly Speaker Series 

Join us in April. Look for details soon.  

 

Heritage Dinner 

17 May Sign up coming out soon. 

       

Upcoming events: You can always check for the latest event updates on our 

website as well as CVENT signup links for events 

 
 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

                 

tcausafaaog.org  
 

 

Facebook  

Minnesota Twin Cities Area United States Air Force Academy AOG Group 

 

 https://www.facebook.com/groups/1573865806263936  

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1573865806263936/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1573865806263936
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This Newsletter Is Possible Thanks To These Great Sponsors 
 

 

                 
  

 

 
 

 

 

                                                                                  
 

 

 

 



The Northern Zoomie Winter 2025 

 

A Grad Publication for Grads 15 

  

 

 

 TCA AOG Key Personnel Roster  

Twin Cities Area Chapter - USAFA Association of Graduates Feb 2025 

If you need to contact the board, please use our email     USAFA.TCA.AOG@gmail.com 

Chapter Officers 

President Curt Brown ’78 

Vice President Denny Sultany ’64 

Secretary Bob Hockman, '89   

Treasurer Rick Knoll ’65/Mike Reiss ‘67 

Legal Advisor Charlie Nelson ’96 

President Emeritus Tom Wilson ‘61 

 
Board Members (10) with term expiration included: 

Name (spouse) Term Expiration 

Denny Sultany ’64  2026 

Mike Reiss ‘67  2026 

Ed “Skip” Wipson ’88 2026 

Tom Wilson ’61  2027 

Bob Hockman ’89 (Christine) 2027 

Tony Rodriguez ’94  (Sarah) 2027 

Curt Brown, '78  (Mary) 2027 

Terry Flower '64 (Margaret) 2025 

Rick Knoll ’65 (Kathe) 2025 

Jason VanOverbeke ‘03 2025 

 

Committee Chairpersons 

Advanced Education Terry Flower ‘64 

ALO Programs Tiffany VanDenBroeke, ’08  

Financial and Budget Rick Knoll ’65/Tony Rodriguez  

Fundraising Open 

Membership Open 

Parents’ Club Coord Bob ’89 & Christine Hockman 

Newsletter Tom Wilson ‘61 
 

mailto:USAFA.TCA.AOG@gmail.com

