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Welcome Aboard! Create lasting memories and experience
the beauty of this National Parkway, the scenic St. Croix River. As well as enjoy the camaraderie of our members, parents
and fellow academy grads. COME JOIN US!!!
$30.00 per person. Enjoy a delicious Italian Buffet: Choose
from Lasagna, Manicotti or Chicken Cacciatore. All meals include Penne Pasta, Italian Meatballs, Salad, Rolls and Tiramisu for dessert. Coffee, Tea & water included.
Sign up at the following website.
hp://www.cvent.com/d/85qtdt

When
Saturday, September 23, 2017 5:30 PM - 9:00 PM
Where
St. Croix Boat & Packet Co525 South Main St.
Stillwater, Minnesota 55082 (651) 430-1234

Prez Prose
PREZ PROSE – JUNE 2017
In my previous Prez Prose ar"cle,
I wondered aloud whether- or not anyone really reads these
epistles and I asked for feedback
on both my input and the
subjects we present in the
quarterly Newsleers. NOBODY
replied -- so I ﬁgure we’ll press on
as usual, staying open to any
sugges"ons as to future subjects
and content.
I wish to address two speciﬁc
topics this "me, so please bear
with me. The ﬁrst involves health
issues of some individual grads
and or their family members.
One of the stated Missions of our
Chapter is … “We will

provide leadership,
communication and
support to all of the
Air Force Academy
graduates throughout
our community as
well as to military
veterans.”
In that respect, I want to share
some medical informa"on on a
few of us -- taken in alphabe"cal
order. Please understand that I
have each person’s permission to
share this personal informa"on
with our membership. My hope
is to make Classmates, and others
known to the aﬀected grad aware
of the situa"on, and to oﬀer any
assistance needed in each
respec"ve situa"on.
Rich Ahlquist, ’79 – Woodbury
resident: Rich suﬀers from a
Progressive Neurological Disease.
To date there is no known cure.
Rick responded to my inquiry
about his current status in part
below:

“…As for my health, the
neurological disorder is a bit
like being a test pilot and
flying a machine without a
manual; the progression is
unknown. I'm having some
difficulty walking, and am
terribly afraid of a fall! My
oldest daughter is getting
married this Sep, and I would

love to walk her down the aisle!
There are no medications to
cure or slow progression.
Showering is challenging, but
the good news is that I'm not in
a wheelchair! Both my
"Academy mind-set" and my
faith in Jesus Christ keep me
going. Currently, I have no
requests or needs; thanks
though!...”
Shirley Sultany, wife of Denny, ’64 –
Bloomington residents. Shirley is
suﬀering with Demen"a and has just
recently been moved to a near-by
Long Term Care Facility. A>er nearly
50 years of marriage, Denny is
“adjus"ng” to his “new” way of life.
The “last” one on the list today is
me. Many of you know that I was
“blessed” with a Heart Aack on
Easter Sunday night. Long story
short – I was sent to Regions
Hospital for treatment – had an
angiogram during which the surgeon
placed 2 stents into my main artery,
plus “ballooned” a couple of other
areas and a day later sent me home
to S"llwater. I say “blessed,”
because I had absolutely no
symptoms of any heart problems or
issues. I tell you all this for only one
reason:
IF YOU HAVE SEVERE CHEST PAINS –
GO TO THE NEAREST FACILITY AND
LET THE DIAGNOSIS AND
TREATMENT BEGIN!!! Don’t let it be
a “guy” thing and think you are
invincible!!! Those days are over! I
am lucky to be here and to be to
share my experience. Rehab is
working well and I feel beer every
day… Please take this advice to
heart. (Pun intended!!!)

Now: Why am I sharing the above
with you??? I refer you again to the
previously stated Mission. Let’s be
more aware of our classmates and
friends and do what we need to do
to help in any way we can and AS
NEEDED… I don’t need to tell you
what to do to help, but I will say that
Prayers do work!

If any of you know of others that
should be added to this list,
please advise. I can only share
the knowledge that I have, or
have permission to share, so I
am totally open to learning
about others…
The second topic I wish to
address involves our Sister
Academies. By now I hope that
you have read the email that
was sent out about Tri-Service
Coordina"on. I am personally
excited about the future roles
we can all play to have more
impact on and with our Twin
Ci"es counter-part
organiza"ons. What the Board
was looking for is two USAFA
grads who are truly interested in
this project and want to get
involved. It will require some
"me to get it started but should
pay rewards in the long run. As
of now, our two volunteers are
Terry Flower, ’64 and Tim Hess,
’93. If you have an interest in
assis"ng them, please feel free
to oﬀer your thoughts, etc,
directly with Terry and/or Tim.
Otherwise, as far as the Chapter
is concerned, we are “alive and
well.” Our Chapter will be
represented by Rick Knoll, ’65
(TROLL) at the up-coming
Na"onal AOG Presidents
Conference in September.
Please contact Rick if you wish
to share any concerns about our
Chapter and our rela"onship
with the Na"onal AOG.
As always, we con"nually look
for more input from more grads,
but are sincerely grateful to
those who have the "me and
make the eﬀort to support us.
We are proud of our
accomplishments and always
look for beer ways to serve our
membership.
RespecNully,
Tom Wilson, ’61, Chapter
President

Tri Service Hub Refresh!!!
The TriService Hub is
back in service after a
refresh that presents
valuable contact and
resource information in a
great new way with
enhanced security built
in! This refresh was no
small task, with Bob
Hickox, ‘75 putting in days
of effort with the help of
Dave Carpentier, ‘89.
This new website version
gets us miles closer to our
strategic vision of offering
a one-stop landing page for
Academy grads both new
to the area, plus long-term
residents looking to make
new connections.
From the homepage portal,
www.triservicehub.com, a
user can click once and
end up on their local
service academy alumni
page with notes about
upcoming events, socials,
and worthy causes.
The other main areas of
this newly designed site
consist of separate,
dedicated hubs for both
employment and
education.
This brings national
resources like LinkedIn,
SACC, and VA benefits
sites down to a metrospecific level that can be
helpful for those looking
for new employment and
education options in the
Twin Cities area.

For the employment hub area
of the site, job resources,
recent transition notes, and
info about Academy
networking breakfasts are
available to anyone who
finds our site – spread the
word!
To view lists of grads who
work in local companies
willing to help others make
connections, a user needs to
log-in as a registered
Academy alumni user. These
lists are great to use in
conjunction with LinkedIn
and other online resources as
grads explore new career
opportunities.
After my active duty career, I
moved to the Minneapolis
area to live close to my
wife’s family, but knew no
one besides her
family. Through the Tri
Service Hub, I was able to
meet Matt Johnson, ’84, for
coffee where he introduced
me to a whole host of other
helpful area grads. The rest
is history.
In the past year, the
TriService Hub has helped
make introductions to those
looking for a change. We
won’t try to claim the
website alone directly made
these new transitions happen,
but we’d like to think the
connections proved helpful!
A USNA grad, done with off
-shore drilling, landed a
Medtronic supervisory
role. A USAFA grad
transitioned from active duty

to a Grand Forks
commercial drone startup. Another transitioning
Air Force officer is now a
U.S. Bank project
manager along with a
former Marine who
switched from Polaris to
doing business
development at Carlisle
Brake and Friction. I’m
sure more connections
happened without me
knowing.
The Education Hub is the
newest part of the site,
assisting those looking to
further their education in
our area by steering them
to programs and schools
they might not have
known about otherwise.
Even after this refresh,
we’re continuously
making small
improvements in our
spare time.
Let us know if you have
an educational or job
opportunity you’d like us
to share – the more
contacts and current,
relevant information we
have, the better it will be
for all of us!
Dan Dorson ‘99
www.triservicehub.com

OTHER NEWS
Advanced
Education
Website
The Twin Cities Area
USAFA Association of
Graduates was the first to
produce and make available a
website designed to help
graduates transition to their
new lives here in Minnesota.
Now we the first to develop
and make available a website
that hopefully will make that
transition even more
promising, a site where grads
(and/or their spouses) can find
educational programs that
might be needed for a new
career or just make their lives
more interesting. We invite you
to visit the new website. It
shares the domain of the Triservice employment hub at:
http://www.triservicehub.com/
If you have ideas regarding
how to better serve our
graduates (all of the services)
with this website, kindly let us
know by contacting
robert@hickcox.org .
Using the website is pretty
self explanatory. You likely
want to know what GI Bill
benefits you earned and what
Minnesota offers you as well.
Then there are regular
residence campus programs
and online ones as well. It is all
up to you. Good luck and good
studying!

Our Donations at Work!

Challenger Center News
What is the Challenger
Center ??
On January 28,
1986, the seven crew members of
the Space Shuttle Challenger/STS51L “Teacher in Space” mission
set out to broaden educational
horizons and advance scientific
knowledge. Their mission
exemplified man’s noblest and
most wondrous qualities – to
explore, discover, and teach. To
the nation’s shock and sorrow,
their Space Shuttle exploded 73
seconds after liftoff.
In the aftermath of the Challenger
accident, the crew’s families came
together, firmly committed to the
belief that they must carry on the
spirit of their loved ones by
continuing the Challenger crew’s
educational mission. In April
1986, they created Challenger
Center for Space Science
Education (Challenger Center).
They envisioned a place where
children, teachers and citizens
alike could touch the future:
manipulate equipment, conduct
experiments, solve problems, and
work together-immersing
themselves in space-like
surroundings. The goal: to spark
youth interest and joy in science
and engineering; a spark that could
change their lives. The result: the
creation of a Challenger Learning
Center.
The first Challenger Learning
Center opened in Houston in
August 1988. Today, there are
more than 46 Learning Centers in
the U.S., Canada, South Korea,
and the United Kingdom. It
maintains strong partnerships with
NASA, other federal agencies,
universities and the aerospace
industry who help keep curriculum
current. Please visit the national
website for more information:
http://www.challengermn.org/
history.html

TCA AOG Working
with Challenger
Learning Center of
Minnesota
Challenger Center
was recently awarded the
2017 Public Service Award
from the National Science
Board (NSB) during the
National Science
Foundation’s annual awards
ceremony. This award
honors the Challenger Center
organization for their
exemplary public service in
promoting public
understanding of science and
engineering throughout it’s
global network and 30 year
history. Challenger Center is
recognized “for pioneering
STEM education initiatives
that inspire students with
innovative, project-based,
hands-on learning; and for
fostering awareness and
enthusiasm in students to
pursue careers in STEM
fields, critical to the needs of
our nation.” - National
Science Board
Vicki Chandler, chair of the
NSB’s Committee on
Honorary Awards stated
"The Challenger Center
learning system is
remarkable in its reach,
having touched millions of
students and teachers, prekindergarten through high
school in the United States
and abroad, since it opened
its first center, The fact that
their learning experiences
remain current—changing
and growing with trends and
technological
advancements—
demonstrates their
commitment to the mission
and to those that they

continue to serve. One
student at a time,
Challenger Center
inspires the kind of
curiosity that leads to
further exploration and
success in STEM fields.”
Past award recipients
include the American
Museum of Natural
History, the Alfred P.
Sloan Foundation, PBS
television series NOVA,
and last year, the Sea
Education Association
(SEA).
A dedicated team is
working to bring a
Challenger Learning
Center to Minnesota,
including two TCA AOG
members serving on the
Challenger Center Board
of Directors (Curt Brown
and Terry Flower.) To
learn more about the
mission to bring a center
to Minnesota you can go
to their website and/or
Facebook page:
www.challengermn.org
www.facebook.com/
challengermn

Newsletter Possible Thanks to
these Great Sponsors!

TCA AOG Key Personnel Roster
TWIN CITIES AREA CHAPTER— USAFA ASSOCIATION OF GRADUATES
8-31-2017
Chapter Officers:
President: Tom Wilson ’61 (Judy)

651-430-2269

twil906k@aol.com

Vice Pres: Charlie Nelson ’96 (Vanessa)

952-240-2784

mustabusa@gmail.com

Secretary: Bob Youngquist '72 (Jo)

651-731-0363

bobyoungq@aol.com

Treasurer: Rick Knoll ’65 (Kathe)

952-518-3737

rickknoll@msn.com

Legal Advisor: Charlie Nelson ’96 (Vanessa) 952-240-2784

mustabusa@gmail.com

Board Members (10) with term expiration included :
Tom Wilson ’61 (2018) (Judy)

651-430-2269

twil906k@aol.com

Sandra Carlson ’80 (2018) (John)

952-926-0545

sandrew12@aol.com

Charlie Nelson ’96 (2018) (Vanessa)

952-240-2784

mustabusa@gmail.com

Zach Turcotte ’00 (2018) (Jessica)

701-610-1736

myzteriouzly@hotmail.com

Terry Flower '64 (2019) (Margaret)

651-437-2005

tfflower@stkate.edu

Rick Knoll ’65 (2019) (Kathe)

952-854-7874

rickknoll@msn.com

Bob Youngquist '72 (2019) (Jo)

651-730-0363

bobyoungq@aol.com

Benjamin Schoenbauer ’04 (2017) (Jennie)

952-290-0470

brschoenbauer@gmail.com

Bob Hickcox ‘75 (2017) (Jackie Henry)

952-738-2318

robert@hickcox.org

Tim Hess '93 (2017)

952-831-0580

tim.hess@hotmail.com

651-437-2005

fflower@stkate.edu

Committee Chairpersons:
Advanced Education: Terry Flower '64
ALO Programs: Bill Fields ’99

bfields701@gmail.com

Congressional Liaison: Terry Flower/Charlie Nelson
Financial & Budget: Terry Flower / Rick Knoll
Fundraising: Tom Arata

651-681-9686

tca80@msn.com

Membership: Zach Turcotte ’00

701-610-1736

myzteriouzly@hotmail.com

MN Parent’s Club Coord: Sandy Carlson

952-926-0545

sandrew12@aol.com
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